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Special Events

Dr. William Hamilton, VIP Visiting Professor Back row: Esther Benedetti, Richard Rosenquist, Peter Foldes, John Stanec
Front row: Mindy Shapiro, Aaron Kallsnick, Rapipen Siriwetchadarak, John Sheehan

Science Center of Iowa (Des Moines) visitors with Baby Sim

A hands-on demonstration at the Advanced Airway Workshop

Advanced Airway Workshop CME Course, October 2007

Back row: Ann Willemsen-Dunlap, Paul Leonard
Front row: Mike Todd, David Gaba
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Alumni Profile

The Patient Simulator Center began instructing medical 
student anesthesia rotators in 2000.  The one thing that has 
remained constant through the Center’s many permutations 
has been Dale Morgan, M.D.  He began instructing medical 
student anesthesia rotators using the high fidelity patient 
simulator he calls SIMM from Day 1.  He has seen the 
addition of an infant simulator, a mobile simulator, and 
advanced anesthesia equipment that gives the students a more 
realistic “OR experience.”  In January of this year, Dr. Morgan 
carried out the last student teaching session on the SIMM 
and began to familiarize himself with the new METI adult 
mannequin he will now be using.  As before, with the original 
simulator, Dr. Morgan was around for the unpacking!

There was nothing like the patient simulator when Dr. Morgan 
attended medical school at the University of Iowa, graduating 
in 1951.  After serving as a Navy medical officer in the Korean 
War, he returned to Iowa to complete a residency in anesthesia 
in 1956.  He practiced for 35 years in Cedar Rapids, where 
he lives with his wife, Louise, “somewhere near the Cedar 
River,” as his e-mail signature line indicates.  The Morgans are 
parents to two adult daughters, Betsy and Sarah.  Betsy and her 
husband live in Freehold, NJ, where she professionally applies 
her specialty areas of mechanical and aerospace engineering.  
Sarah, also married, lives in Birmingham, AL.  When in 
Iowa, visits to the Patient Simulator Center by daughters are 
welcomed by their father, who enjoys having them see him 
teaching with SIMM.  Unique to Dr. Dale Morgan is the fact 

that both he and daughter Sarah, also a physician, 
are recipients of University of Iowa Carver College of 
Medicine Distinguished Alumni Awards.  Dr. Dale 
received the Distinguished Alumni Award (DAA) 
for Service in 1998, while Dr. Sarah was awarded the 
DAA for Achievement in 2007.  The Drs. Morgan are 
the first father and daughter team to receive a DAA 
from the College.  Dr. Dale received recognition for 
his work as a clinical anesthesiologist, in particular his 
volunteerism, medical service, and ambassadorship to 
underdeveloped communities and countries around the 
world.  Dr. Sarah is Professor of Nutrition Sciences and 
Medicine and Associate Dean of Research Compliance 
at the University of Alabama, Birmingham, where, after 
20 years of research on the topic, she is considered an 
authority on folate metabolism in rheumatic diseases 
and the prevention and treatment of osteoporosis.  
Dr. Morgan’s wife, Louise, enjoyed a career as a 
home economist, and remains the most enthusiastic 
supporter of both her husband and daughters.

Every two weeks through the medical student school year, 
Dr. Morgan travels to Iowa City, where he spends 30 minutes 
giving a short lecture and overview of induction of anesthesia 
and then brings the students into the Department of Anesthesia 
Patient Simulator Center for some hands on practice.  With 
the guidance of Dr. Morgan, the students quickly become 
comfortable telling their “patient” they are going to pre-
oxygenate him, and then Dr. Morgan talks them through 
the fine points of helping that patient safely and comfortably 
go off to sleep for surgery.  One student at a time is coached 
through one of a series of different induction strategies, using 
different drugs and neuromuscular blockers, while observing 
the physiologic reactions of the “patient” as displayed on the 
monitor exhibiting patient vitals.  Classmates may assist and, 
once the patient is safely asleep, the simulator is reset and 
another student steps up.  Dr. Morgan guides them along 
paths of inquiry so that they thoroughly discuss issues such 
as right main stem intubation, indications for rapid sequence 
inductions, how one would manage induction of children, and 
the use of ventilators in the operating room.  These medical 
students are extremely appreciative of the education Dr. 
Morgan provides them so patiently, and they recognize that 
his dedication to their training is a noteworthy gift to them.  
Dr. Morgan views his volunteered time as his contribution to 
teaching the next generation of physicians.

In addition to Dr. Morgan’s commitment to medical student 
teaching, he and Mrs. Morgan recently contributed a large 

Dale D. Morgan, M.D. 

How One Alumnus Keeps on Giving

Dr. Morgan and medical students with department’s first adult patient simulator
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monetary gift to the Patient Simulator 
Center.  This gift will assist in allowing 
education advancements to continue.  
They join other alumni who have 
selected to allocate their support to the 
department’s Patient Simulator Center.  
Our thanks and appreciation to the 
Morgans, as well as other Center donors, 
is sincere.  A plaque honoring these 
individuals has been placed outside the 
Center, and we look forward to adding 
names to it in the future. 

When he is not teaching or spending 
extended hours in the Patient Simulator 
Center, Dr. Morgan enjoys traveling 
throughout the world, often with Mrs. 
Morgan accompanying him.  Dr. Morgan 
has spent volunteer time in Nicaragua 
with the Hospital Ship Hope project, and 
both Dr. and Mrs. Morgan have taken 
several trips to Tuba City, AZ to assist 
at a Navajo Indian reservation through 
Project USA.  Dr. Morgan provided relief 
to the full-time anesthesiologists there, 
while Mrs. Morgan used her talents to 
upgrade and classify the reservation’s 
library system.  Also, Dr. Morgan has 
enjoyed being an amateur radio operator 
since 1938, becoming one of the youngest 
licensed operators at that time.

The Department of Anesthesia, University 
of Iowa, is very fortunate that Dr. 
Dale Morgan commits his time and 
experience to teaching trainees in our 
Patient Simulator Center.  His monetary 
contributions to assist the Center in 
remaining state of the art are also greatly 
appreciated.  This special alumnus, from 
“somewhere near the Cedar River,” is 
indeed a very extraordinary individual!

We have really been busy in our department since the Fall 2007 newsletter, and we 
enjoy every minute of it!  Thanks to everyone for your help and participation in 
our activities and endeavors.  

We welcomed David M. Gaba, M.D. as the Ida C. Beam Distinguished Visiting 
Professor September 18-20, 2007.  Dr. Gaba is Professor of Anesthesia, Stanford 
University, as well as Associate Dean for Immersive and Simulation-Based Learning 
at Stanford School of Medicine.  He is a pioneer in the use of simulation in medical 
education to improve patient safety and healthcare practice.  Dr. Gaba’s activities 
included a live public radio interview, various small group discussions with other 
UIHC Departments, a lecture to the Health Sciences campus, presenting a joint Grand 
Rounds to the Departments of Anesthesia and Surgery, a live simulation with follow-up 
debriefing, and time to meet with our trainees.  Dr. Gaba was honored at a reception, 
and the climactic conclusion to his visit was a public address to the community. 

Our department was fortunate to host a very special V.I.P. in October – William 
L. Hamilton, M.D., Chair of our Department of Anesthesia (1958-1967).  Dr. 
Hamilton presented a history lecture in which he shared his first introduction to 
the department in 1944 as a medical student, through his senior year clerkship 
in 1946, his residency beginning in 1949 after military service, and his faculty 
appointment leading to his selection as Chair.  Dr. Hamilton provided detailed 
stories that included names familiar still within our department, Stuart Cullen being 
the most well known. The progress shown in areas of anesthetics and equipment 
were discussed at length, triggering memories of incidents Dr. Hamilton experienced, 
several of which the audience convinced him to share!

We organized a successful Hawkeye Homecoming Tailgate Party!  Dr. Bob From, 
and wife Louise, hosted the event.  The highlight was a personal visit from Herky!  
We’ve begun planning next year’s event, so plan for a visit to Iowa City the 
weekend of September 26-27, 2008.

Still in the Hawkeye mood, our Department Picnic took place on Sunday, September 
30, 2007.  The weather was beautiful, the traditional barbeque and side dishes were a 
big hit, and the children had an especially good time!  

In October, we hosted the Iowa Alumni Reception during the annual meeting of the 
ASA.  We had a great turnout, and we’re planning to ask for a larger room for 2008’s 
event!  Our 2008 reception will be held on Saturday, October 18th, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m., 
in Orlando, FL.  This is a great place to visit, and we hope to see you there. 

Drs. Steve and Tara Hata hosted the Department’s Winter Holiday Party in 
their home on December 15, 2007.  The occasion provided an opportunity for 
department members and their guests to dress up in holiday flair and enjoy great 
company, delicious food, and even the opportunity to use the Hata’s indoor 
basketball court as a dance floor.  

You may wonder when we find time to work, provide patient care, and teach our 
trainees.  Well, we do it all!  We even manage to keep in touch with you twice a year via 
this newsletter.  Now, it’s your turn to tell us all about your lives.  We welcome hearing 
from each of you.  Provide us with your news, as well as help us update our database by 
providing the details of your years spent at the University (as Dr. Todd mentions in his 
article on Page 1).  Keep the suggestions for newsletter improvement coming.  Contact 
Barb via e-mail at barbara-bewyer@uiowa.edu or by telephone at 319-353-7559.

Alumni Update

Dr. Morgan helping to unpack and install the 
department’s first adult patient simulator
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Your legacy and the UI Department of Anesthesia

One question I enjoy asking alumni and friends of the UI’s Department of Anesthesia is “What motivates 
you to support our department?”  I typically get a variety of responses…everything from expressing 
gratitude for saving a loved one’s life, to paying a debt for the excellent training they received during their 
residency program.  Regardless of your reason for giving, please know how much we appreciate your gifts 
to support our mission of high quality patient care, excellent teaching and training of our medical students 
and residents, and our cutting-edge research programs.

One exceptional example of our department was recently featured during a program designed to give lay 
people an idea of what we do in the field of medicine.  During one of the presentations, our friends learned about the exciting 
work of Dr. Paul Leonard and Dr. Ann Willemsen-Dunlap, Co-Directors of the department’s Patient Simulator Center.  
The participants were able to go through an actual patient simulation in our training room and get a feel for what it’s like to 
be a medical student or resident.  The participants were very impressed and told me they had no idea how sophisticated our 
training had become.  It made me think about the rich history of our department and the impact it has made on so many 
people through the years.

One of the many ways that friends and alumni can choose to express their deep commitment is by naming the Department of 
Anesthesia in their will or trust through The University of Iowa Foundation.  Many of our alumni have already done this and 
it is a way to make a lasting contribution without affecting your current financial security and freedom.  You might consider 
the following questions… 

Do I really need a will?
Yes.  Every adult can and should leave instructions as to what will become of their property when they no longer need it. In 
the absence of these instructions, state laws take over and your property may be distributed to distant relatives, or, if none are 
found, possibly to the state itself.

What if I already have a will?
Your will may be just fine as it is, but many people find that changes in circumstances may affect their plans.  Marriages, births, 
deaths, divorce, and other changes, such as moving to another state, are all good reasons for reviewing your plans.  If your 
previous beneficiary wishes have changed, you may want to update your plans.  And if you would like to leave part of your legacy 
to worthy causes and institutions, including the Department of Anesthesia, this may be the time to take action.

Leaving a legacy 
One of the most satisfying things you will be able to do by taking time to plan your estate is to make decisions to benefit some of 
the organizations you have supported during life.  In fact, many of the most significant gifts that non-profits receive come from 
the estates of regular contributors who decide to share a portion of their accumulated assets later on, after taking care of family 
and friends.  To make a bequest, be sure to use the following legal language in all your estate planning documents: The State 
University of Iowa Foundation.  You may choose to give a percentage of your estate, or all or part of the residue that is left over 
after all other bequests are made.  Specific sums and other property are also welcome.

I would be happy to visit with you further about leaving a gift in your will or trust or any other type of gift you may wish to 
make to the Department of Anesthesia.  Feel free to contact me by sending an e-mail to thomas-deprenger@uiowa.edu or by 
calling 1-800-648-6973.  Thanks again for your interest in and support of the Department of Anesthesia.

Tom DePrenger
Senior Director of Development
UI Carver College of Medicine/UI Hospitals and Clinics
UI Foundation

A Letter from 
UI Foundation

Tom DePrenger
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Save the Date!

For additional information, contact
Lori Bailey Raw, CME office:
   lori-bailey@uiowa.edu
   319-335-8599

Change Service Requested

SATURDAY, October 4, 2008
7th Floor Atrium

Roy Carver Pavilion
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics

IOWA CHAT

Program  Director: 
Shawn Simmons, M.D.

Sponsored by: The Department of 
Anesthesia, University of Iowa Roy J.Carver 
and Lucille A. Carver College of Medicine

2008

 Iowa Conference for Hyperbaric Applications and Treatments

Highlights

 and the role of HBOT as an   
 adjunctive therapy

 of crush injury 

 care in the hyperbaric setting

 medicine and recent research papers
 of interest

Saturday and Sunday
May 10 & 11, 2008
7th Floor Atrium
Roy Carver Pavilion
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics

IOWA ANESTHESIA 

SYMPOSIUM

 Update on Ultrasonography and 
 Regional Anesthesia 
 Update on Difficult Airway 
 Update on Lung Separation Techniques 
 Update on Obstetrical Anesthesia 

VIII
Program  Director:
Javier Campos, MD; 
Co-Director: 
Richard Rosenquist, MD

Sponsored by: 
The Department of 
Anesthesia, University 
of Iowa Roy J. and 
Lucille A. Carver 
College of Medicine

This activity has been 
approved for AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credit TM.
 
If you receive this 
announcement, a brochure 
with registration form will 
be mailed to you.
 
For additional information, 
call 319/335-8599 or visit 
us at www.medicine.
uiowa.edu/cme 

 Update on Out-patient Anesthesia 
 Update on Sleep Apnea Issues
 Update on Ultrasonography and   

 Vascular Access
 Update on the Use of Beta Blockers for  

 Non-cardiac Surgery

Conferences and Workshops:




